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Field Application:   
 
To accomplish safe roof sheathing inspections, the Clark County Department of Building requires 
that the ladder used for roof access be supplied by the contractor and secured in an OSHA 
approved manner, as required under the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1926 Construction 
Industry, Section 1926.1053 Ladders. 

 
Clark County will continue to do roof sheathing inspections on the roof for slopes of 5 units vertical 
in 12 units horizontal, or less.  For roof slopes greater than 5 units vertical in 12 units horizontal, 
special inspection of the roof sheathing will be required by a Clark County approved special 
inspector working with a listed quality assurance agency. 

 
Roof inspections will be completed by the approved OSHA recommended “Roof Monitoring System” 
incorporating a spotter from the building department, the contractor, or the homeowner. There 
shall also be a leading edge line at no closer than (six feet) 6’ from the roof edge. Both systems shall 
be in place before the inspection is completed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment:  Ladder Safety Guidelines for Accessing Roofs 
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LADDER SAFETY GUIDELINES FOR ACCESSING ROOFS 

 
 Ladders shall be placed so that each rail is on level and firm footing and so that the ladder is 

rigid, stable and secure. 

 Ladders shall be used at such an angle that the horizontal distance from the foot of the ladder 

to the structure the ladder rests against is one quarter (1/4) of the height of the ladder. 

 Ladders shall rise to a height of at least 3 feet above the roof landing where you will access the 

roof. 

 Ladders shall be secured at the top to the building. (not held in place by someone) 

 Access can be thru the sheathing as long as all the same requirements are met. 

 Only one person at a time on a ladder. 

 Always face the ladder when ascending or descending it. 

 Permanent ladders attached to the building (ship ladders) have their own requirements and 

will be on the plans. 
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1 ft from well for every 4 ft in height 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Roof access will be by ladder secured in an OSHA approved manner ONLY. 


